CHRISTIANITY AND  ISLAM

that it was regarded as inseparable from the
wearer of it. From this point of view the
analogy with Christianity will appear ex-
tremely striking, but it is something more
than an analogy : the Oriental Hellenism of
antiquity was to Christianity that which
the Christian Oriental Hellenism of a few
centuries later was to Islam.

We must now attempt to realise the
nature of this event so important in the
history of the world. A nomadic people,
recently united, not devoid of culture, but
with a very limited range of ideas, suddenly
gains supremacy over a wide and populous
district with an ancient civilisation. These
nomads are as yet hardly conscious of their
political unity and the individualism of
the several tribes composing it is still a
disruptive force: yet they can secure
domination over countries such as Egypt
and Babylonia, with complex constitutional
systems, where climatic conditions, the
nature of the soil and centuries of work
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